My name is Tony Pomales and I am currently serving as a Notre Dame Americorps volunteer at the Paraclete Learning Center here in South Boston, MA. 
    The Paraclete Learning Center is an after-school enrichment center that provides a safe and academic environment for the middle school youth of South Boston and it's neighboring towns.  The Center was started by our director, Sr. Ann Fox, about 10 years ago.  We offer a variety of classes such as Math, Biomedicine, Marine Biology, Spanish, Latin, Ghost Writing, Great Books, Adventures in Art, Energy, and Forensics.  These classes are taught by the volunteers who have a great sense of mission.  Some of these classes are staples at the Paraclete Center, but most of them are classes that we, the volunteers, created.  We also offer two sessions for homework help in the afternoon and in the evening, which are very popular and necessary.  The Americorps volunteers who come to work at the Paraclete Learning Center live at the center as well.  It is a large building with plenty of space.  The Paraclete Learning Center is less than 2 miles from Downtown Boston and only 2 subway stops away (The Paraclete Center is very close to two T stops/subway stops).  
    As a Notre Dame Mission volunteer, you are under the umbrella of Americorps.  This means that you receive a stipend through Americorps and you are eligible for the $4,725 education award after completing 1700 hours of service in approximately 11 months.  Your hours and vacation are determined by each site.  Since the Paraclete Center is an after school program, most of your hours of service will come in the afternoon and evening.
    On a side note, the Paraclete Center has strong ties with Rwanda.  Sr. Ann Fox and the Paraclete Foundation are in the process of completing the construction of a middle school for girls in Rwanda called the Maranyundo School.  The school will open in the beginning of 2008.  The Paraclete Center is pleased that two of Rwanda's most treasured individuals, Dr. Paul Farmer and Immaculee Ilibagiza, are receiving honorary degrees from the University of Notre Dame this spring.  
    Thank you for your interest in the Paraclete Center.  To request an application to become a member of the Paraclete Center's teaching corps, or if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call me at 617-268-5552.  
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