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TABLE 1B: INCOME ELIGIBILITY LIMITS FOR A FAMILY OF THREE 2001 AND 2010 
Income limit in 2010 Income limit in 2001 Change in income limit 2001 to 2010

State As annual 
dollar amount

As percent 
of poverty        
($18,310  
a year)

As percent of 
state median 

income
As annual 

dollar amount

As percent 
of poverty        
($14,630 
a year)

As percent of 
state median 

income
As annual dollar 

amount
As percent 
of poverty

As percent of 
state median 

income

Alabama* $23,808 130% 47% $18,048 123% 41% $5,760 7% 6%
Alaska* $46,248 253% 69% $44,328 303% 75% $1,920 -50% -6%
Arizona $30,216 165% 54% $23,364 160% 52% $6,852 5% 1%
Arkansas* $28,345 155% 62% $23,523 161% 60% $4,822 -6% 2%
California* $45,228 247% 70% $35,100 240% 66% $10,128 7% 4%
Colorado* $23,803-$54,108 130%-296% 37%-85% $19,020-$32,000 130%-219% 36%-61% $4,783-$22,108 0%-77% 1%-24%
Connecticut* $61,556 336% 75% $47,586 325% 75% $13,970 11% 0%
Delaware $36,624 200% 55% $29,260 200% 53% $7,364 0% 2%
District of Columbia* $45,775 250% 84% $34,700 237% 66% $11,075 13% 18%
Florida* $27,465 150% 49% $20,820 142% 45% $6,645 8% 4%
Georgia $35,200 192% 61% $24,278 166% 50% $10,922 26% 11%
Hawaii* $47,124 257% 66% $46,035 315% 83% $1,089 -57% -16%
Idaho $23,184 127% 46% $20,472 140% 51% $2,712 -13% -6%
Illinois* $36,624 200% 56% $24,243 166% 43% $12,381 34% 13%
Indiana* $23,256 127% 40% $20,232 138% 41% $3,024 -11% -1%
Iowa* $26,556 145% 45% $19,812 135% 41% $6,744 10% 4%
Kansas $33,876 185% 58% $27,060 185% 56% $6,816 0% 1%
Kentucky* $27,468 150% 53% $24,140 165% 55% $3,328 -15% -2%
Louisiana* $37,896 207% 73% $29,040 205% 75% $8,856 2% -2%
Maine* $45,775 250% 81% $36,452 249% 75% $9,323 1% 6%
Maryland $29,990 164% 37% $25,140 172% 40% $4,850 -8% -3%
Massachusetts* $39,207 214% 50% $28,968 198% 48% $10,239 16% 2%
Michigan $23,880 130% 38% $26,064 178% 47% -$2,184 -48% -10%
Minnesota* $32,944 180% 47% $42,304 289% 76% -$9,360 -109% -29%
Mississippi $34,999 191% 79% $30,999 212% 77% $4,000 -21% 2%
Missouri* $23,520 128% 42% $17,784 122% 37% $5,736 7% 4%
Montana $27,468 150% 52% $21,948 150% 51% $5,520 0% 1%
Nebraska* $21,972 120% 37% $25,260 173% 54% -$3,288 -53% -17%
Nevada $43,248 236% 75% $33,420 228% 67% $9,828 8% 8%
New Hampshire $45,775 250% 61% $27,797 190% 50% $17,978 60% 11%
New Jersey* $36,620 200% 45% $29,260 200% 46% $7,360 0% -1%
New Mexico* $36,620 200% 82% $28,300 193% 75% $8,320 7% 7%
New York* $36,620 200% 56% $28,644 202% 61% $7,976 -2% -5%
North Carolina $37,476 205% 69% $32,628 223% 69% $4,848 -18% 0%
North Dakota $29,556 161% 52% $29,556 202% 69% $0 -41% -17%
Ohio* $27,468 150% 46% $27,066 185% 57% $402 -35% -11%
Oklahoma* $35,100 192% 73% $29,040 198% 66% $6,060 -7% 7%
Oregon $33,874 185% 60% $27,060 185% 60% $6,814 0% 0%
Pennsylvania* $36,620 200% 58% $29,260 200% 58% $7,360 0% 0%
Rhode Island $32,958 180% 47% $32,918 225% 61% $40 -45% -14%
South Carolina* $27,465 150% 53% $21,225 145% 45% $6,240 5% 8%
South Dakota* $38,150 208% 70% $22,826 156% 52% $15,324 52% 18%
Tennessee* $31,044 170% 60% $24,324 166% 56% $6,720 3% 4%
Texas* $27,465-$44,524 150%-243% 52%-85% $21,228-$36,516 145%-250% 47%-82% $6,237-$8,008 -7%-5% 3%-5%
Utah* $31,992 175% 58% $27,048 185% 56% $4,944 -10% 2%
Vermont $36,600 200% 59% $31,032 212% 64% $5,568 -12% -5%
Virginia* $27,468-$45,780 150%-250% 40%-67% $21,948-$27,060 150%-185% 41%-50% $5,520-$18,720 0%-65% -1%-17%
Washington $36,624 200% 56% $32,916 225% 63% $3,708 -25% -6%
West Virginia* $27,468 150% 58% $28,296 193% 75% -$828 -43% -17%
Wisconsin* $33,876 185% 54% $27,060 185% 51% $6,816 0% 3%
Wyoming* $48,175 263% 79% $21,948 150% 47% $26,227 113% 32%

* indicates notes found on pages 18 and 19.
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NOTES FOR TABLES 1A AND 1B: INCOME ELIGIBILITY LIMITS
The income eligibility limits shown in the table represent the maximum income families can have when they apply for child care assistance. Some states  
allow families, once receiving assistance, to continue receiving assistance up to a higher income level than that initial limit. These higher exit eligibility 
limits are reported below for states that have them.
Changes in income limits were calculated using raw data, rather than the rounded numbers shown in the table.
Alabama: In 2001, families already receiving assistance could continue doing so until their income reached $27,756. In 2009, the exit eligibility 

limit was $25,752 and in 2010, it was $27,468. 

Alaska: The Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend (PFD) payment, which the majority of families in the state receive, is not counted when 
determining eligibility.

Arkansas: The income limits shown in the table take into account a $100-per-month deduction ($1,200 a year) that is allowed for an adult 
household member who works at least 30 hours per week. It is assumed there is one working parent. The stated income limits, in policy, were 
$22,323 in 2001 and $27,145 in 2009 and 2010.

California: Under policies in effect in 2001, families who had been receiving assistance as of January 1, 1998 could continue doing so until their 
income reached $46,800 since they were subject to higher income guidelines previously in effect. Also note that two pilot counties (San 
Mateo and San Francisco) allowed families already receiving assistance to continue to receive it up to an income of $54,096 in 2009 and 
2010.

Colorado: Counties set their income limits within state guidelines. Also note that counties may allow families already receiving assistance to 
continue doing so after their income exceeds the county’s initial income eligibility limit for up to six months, if their income remains below 
85 percent of the state median income ($50,484 in 2009 and $54,108 in 2010). 

Connecticut: In 2009, families already receiving assistance could continue doing so until their income reached $59,107. In 2010, the state did not 
have a separate exit eligibility limit. 

District of Columbia: In 2001, families already receiving assistance could continue doing so until their income reached $41,640. In 2009, the exit 
eligibility limit was $48,270, and in 2010, it was $51,101. 

Florida: In 2009 and 2010, families already receiving assistance could continue doing so until their income reached $36,620.

Hawaii: In 2001, the state allowed a 20 percent deduction of all countable income in determining eligibility, which is taken into account in the 
figure shown here. The stated income limit, in policy, was $36,828. The state no longer used the deduction in 2009 or 2010.

Illinois: In 2001, the state allowed a 10 percent earned income deduction in determining eligibility, which is taken into account in the figure 
shown here. The stated income limit, in policy, was $21,819. The state no longer used the deduction in 2009 or 2010.

Indiana: In 2009, families already receiving assistance could continue doing so until their income reached $29,916. In 2010, the exit eligibility 
limit was $31,128. 

Iowa: For special needs care, the income limit was $35,200 in 2009 and $36,620 in 2010. Also note that in some areas of the state a separate 
ARRA-funded scholarship program helps families with incomes between $26,556 and $33,874 pay for infant and toddler care offered by 
providers that are accredited by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) or the National Association for 
Family Child Care (NAFCC) or that have a rating of a level three or higher under the state’s child care quality rating and improvement 
system. The scholarship program began in July 2009 and will end in June 2011 or earlier if the amount of funding available is expended.

Kentucky: In 2009, families already receiving assistance could continue doing so until their income reached $29,040. In 2010, the exit eligibility 
limit was $30,216. 

Louisiana: Data on the state’s policies as of 2001 are not available, so data on policies as of March 15, 2000 are used instead.

Maine: In 2009, families already receiving assistance could continue doing so until their income reached $45,340. In 2010, there was no separate 
exit eligibility limit.

Massachusetts: In 2001, families already receiving assistance could continue doing so until their income reached $49,248. In 2009, the exit 
eligibility limit was $63,794 and in 2010, it was $64,103. Also note that, for special needs care, the income limit to qualify for assistance was 
$63,794 in 2009 and $64,103 in 2010, and the exit eligibility limit was $75,052 in 2009 and $78,415 in 2010. 

Minnesota: In 2009, families already receiving assistance could continue doing so until their income reached $45,855. In 2010, the exit eligibility 
limit was $49,963.

Missouri: In 2009, families already receiving assistance could continue doing so until their income reached $24,756. In 2010, the exit eligibility 
limit was $25,740.

Nebraska: For families transitioning from TANF, the income limit was $32,568 in 2009 and $33,876 in 2010. 

New Jersey: In 2001, families already receiving assistance could continue doing so until their income reached $36,575. In 2009, the exit eligibility 
limit was $44,000 and in 2010, it was $45,776. 

New Mexico: For a period of time following August 1, 2001, the state lowered its income limit for non-TANF families to 100 percent of poverty. 
Parents whose child care cases were open prior to August 1, 2001 were not subject to this new income limit. 
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New York: A few small demonstration projects set the income limit at $44,880 in 2009 and $46,691 in 2010. Also note that data on the state’s 
policies as of 2001 are not available, so data on policies as of March 15, 2000 are used instead.

Ohio: In 2010, families already receiving assistance could continue doing so until their income reached $36,624. The state did not have a separate 
exit eligibility limit in 2001 or 2009.

Oklahoma: The income limit depends on how many children are in care. The income limits shown in the table assume that the family had two 
children in subsidized care. The income limit for a family of three with only one child in subsidized care was $29,100 in 2009 and 2010.

Pennsylvania: In 2001, families already receiving assistance could continue doing so until their income reached $34,381. In 2009, the exit 
eligibility limit was $41,360 and in 2010, it was $43,029. 

South Carolina: In 2001, families already receiving assistance could continue doing so until their income reached $24,763. In 2009, the exit 
eligibility limit was $30,800 and in 2010, it was $32,043. 

South Dakota: The income limits shown in the table take into account that the state disregards 4 percent of earned income in determining 
eligibility. The stated income limits, in policy, were $21,913 in 2001, $35,208 in 2009, and $36,624 in 2010. 

Tennessee: The state has a separate ARRA-funded child care scholarship program that provides assistance to low-income, working parents who 
have incomes up to $43,968, who are not receiving child care benefits through any other state program, and who are referred to the program 
by their child care provider. The scholarship program began April 1, 2009 and will end September 30, 2010; the state has not been accepting 
new children into the program since April 1, 2010.

Texas: Local workforce development boards set their own income limits within state guidelines. Some local boards allow families an extended year 
of child care assistance up to a higher income than the initial eligibility limit; however, this exit eligibility limit cannot exceed 85 percent of 
state median income. As of October 2010, the maximum income at which local boards can set their eligibility limits will increase to $46,658 
to adjust for the 2011 state median income estimate.

Utah: The income limits shown in the table take into account a monthly standard deduction of $100 ($1,200 a year) for each working parent, 
assuming there is one working parent in the family. The stated income limits, in policy, were $25,848 in 2001, $29,911 in 2009, and 
$30,792 in 2010. The state allows a deduction of $100 per month for the household for medical expenses as well. Also note that in 2009, 
families already receiving assistance could remain eligible up to a stated income limit of $37,388. In 2010, the exit eligibility limit was 
$38,496. The income limit to qualify for special needs care was $45,396 in 2009 and $46,740 in 2010.

Virginia: The state has different income limits for different regions of the state. In 2001, the state had three separate regional income limits, which 
for a family of three were: $21,948, $23,400, and $27,060. In 2009, the state had four separate regional income limits: $26,400, $28,164, 
$32,568, and $44,000. In 2010, the state also had four separate regional income limits: $27,468, $29,304, $33,876, and $45,780. 

West Virginia: In 2009, families already receiving assistance could continue doing so until their income reached $32,556. In 2010, the exit 
eligibility limit was $33,876.

Wisconsin: In 2001, families already receiving assistance could continue doing so until their income reached $29,256. In 2009 and 2010, the exit 
eligibility limit was $36,624.

Wyoming: The income limits shown in the table for 2009 and 2010 take into account a standard deduction of $200 per month ($2,400 a year) 
for each working parent, assuming there is one working parent in the family. The stated income limits, in policy, were $32,568 in 2009 and 
$45,775 in 2010. Also note that, in 2001, families already receiving assistance could continue doing so until their income reached $27,060. 
In 2009, the stated exit eligibility limit was $35,200. The state did not have a separate exit eligibility limit in 2010. As of July 1, 2010, the 
stated income limit to qualify for assistance was decreased to $41,198 (225 percent of poverty).


