NDMVA is committed to developing better students through strengthening schools and communities. The program encourages education, self-esteem and community empowerment in community centers and schools through:

· Tutoring children

· Tutoring adults in GED, Basic Education, & ESL

· After-school enrichment activities

· Conflict Resolution & Parental Effectiveness Training

FULL TIME DIRECT SERVICE PROGRAM SITES:
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APOPKA, FL ( Near Orlando)

The Apopka, FL site of Notre Dame AmeriCorps is home to the “Youth & Empowerment Project” which is in collaboration with a family of organizations and programs reaching out to a low-income community of migrant and seasonal farm workers, immigrants, and their families.  These families are of Hispanic, Haitian, and African-American descent. The Notre Dame AmeriCorps program is based in the Offices of Farm worker Ministry and The Farm worker Association in Apopka.  Members, affiliated with one particular school or community organization, typically have the opportunity to work in teams on various sorts of special projects, to have a variety of experiences and to really get involved in the community. There are many opportunities to develop program and activities around NDA members’ specific skills and interests. Bilingual skills (Spanish or French) are helpful but not necessary. Your own transportation is an asset, but not necessary.  Our team in Apopka is very diverse. Members serve in the following programs:

The Farm worker Office is a family of organizations with a thirty year history of working in a ministry of empowerment with Hispanic, Haitian, and African-American migrant and seasonal farm workers and other low-income families. Tutoring is provided to at-risk students. Citizenship education, conflict resolution, counseling, parenting classes, economic development, and formation of youth communities are offered at the Farm worker Office. NDA members assist in the development and implementing of these programs. Check our website: http://www.offm.org 

Justice and Peace Office, Inc. was established in 1977 and has created the Apopka Family Learning Center which works to empower the residents of the multi-ethnic communities of Apopka to bring about change in their lives and communities. Literacy, Basic Education, Family Literacy and Workplace Literacy English as A Second Language Program are provided through the GROWS (Greater Reading or Writing Skills) Literacy Council, NDA members serve as teachers of children and adults in these programs.

· Grows is a family literacy division of the Justice and Peace Office Inc. Members serve in two different positions in this program.  The first is a teaching position in a pre-school class with primarily Hispanic children ages 2-4 years old. The second is teaching English as a Second Language classes to adults.  The member teaching adults works in two settings.  First is teaching ESOL to the mothers who send their children to the preschool classes. Second, is teaching ESOL in the workplace and at night classes. The vast majority of the students are Spanish speakers.
· Kids in Motion is an after-school program offered under the umbrella of the Apopka Family Learning Center (AFLC) division of the Justice and Peace Office.  This is a minimal cost program that is offered to the at risk elementary school children of Apopka.  NDA members tutor and mentor the children within the program.  They also assist in the coordination of holiday programs, events, and parties.

Community Trust Federal Credit Union was chartered to serve the financial needs of the low-income migrant Farm worker community. The credit union now boasts 7.5 million in assets and 2,500 members providing savings, credit and financial counseling. This peoples' bank continually recruits new members and provides financial education to current members. The youth credit union “Pennies for Power,” a successful addition to CTFCU, recruits and trains Farm worker youth to develop skills and interests in financial matters.

Orange County Public Schools give NDA members the opportunity to serve the needs of at risk students, immigrant ESOL students, acting as teacher assistants and tutors.  Here NDA members tutor math and reading skills one-on-one and in small groups. They also provide translation for a host of subject areas at the middle and high school levels. NDA members assist with conflict resolution, tutoring, and enrichment activities in the schools’ after-school programs. These service opportunities are for three community elementary schools, a middle school, and a high school. 

Quest, Inc. provides education and training for people with both mental and physical exceptionalities. Members assigned to this site work in a workshop setting where adults with disabilities go to learn job skills. During the summer, if desired, members serve as staff at Camp Thunderbird, a residential summer camp for people with developmental challenges ages 8-80. Housing is available for the member on the property of Camp Thunderbird, a 19-acre wilderness setting with dormitories and kitchen facilities. Quest Inc. also recruits international staff to live and work at Camp Thunderbird. If you are interested in working with individuals with developmental disabilities, gaining experience working with children and adults, this is the placement for you! 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
AIDS Interfaith Residential Services, Inc. (AIRS) family program provides housing and support services to 16 families affected by HIV/AIDS in Baltimore City.  The program offers a high level of support to the families in order to make life with HIV-disease as stress-free as possible so that the families can focus on staying well and staying together.  The NDA member works as the Educational Mentor, providing after-school tutoring to the children and adolescents in the program.  He or she also tutors adults working on obtaining their GED.  NDA member also helps to organize recreational activities for the families throughout the year, linking the activities to education and learning.  By establishing trusting relationships with the children, the NDA member is an incredible resource and support for children and families.  http://www.airshome.org
Baltimore Urban Debate League works to improve educational opportunities for Baltimore City students by empowering them to become engaged learners, critical thinkers and active citizens who are effective advocates for themselves and their communities. Through student participation in team policy debate, BUDL strives to increase student academic achievement, increase graduation rates and encourage more students to continue on to college.  Notre Dame AmeriCorps members will help develop and be part of BUDL’s College Access Program.  The College Access Program provides college counseling, tutoring in college essay writing, SAT test preparation, and assistance with the financial aid application and process.   NDA members will also organize and coordinate the League’s fall College Fair and Roundtable, recruit college students and community members to volunteer as mentors and role models to work with our students, hold office hours to help individual students with their applications, and provide parent support and outreach to engage BUDL parents in the League and College Admissions process. www.budl.org
 

Boys Hope Girls Hope is a residential program in which at-risk children live in neighborhood homes with qualified live-in counselors who provide support, guidance and discipline.  Boys Hope Girls Hope children attend first-rate schools and are taught organizational and study skills. The children attend mandatory study periods, tutoring and special academic programs as well as extra-curricular activities to develop leadership, sportsmanship, loyalty and responsibility.  The Notre Dame AmeriCorps member supports the Mission and Values of Boys Hope Girls Hope by assisting staff in the daily functioning of the home, with particular emphasis on supporting academic success and community involvement of the scholars.  The NDA member is part of a team of professionals and will assume varying degrees of direct responsibility for the care of scholars.  Along with general responsibilities, the NDA member will support the academic success of scholars promote community involvement and assist with other organizational duties.  The NDA member must be at least 21 years of age and have a Bachelors Degree from an accredited college or university, or a high school diploma with at least two years experience working with youth in an educational setting. The NDA member will also possess good judgment and maturity, flexibility, motivation, good written and verbal skills and a commitment to the attainment of higher education.  http://www.bhghbaltimore.org/  

Caroline Center, The goal of Caroline Center is to help women of East Baltimore acquire the discipline, knowledge, and skills necessary to obtain a position that is fulfilling, pays a living wage, and offers opportunity for advancement.  Components of the program are reviewing career options, needs and skills assessment, realistic goal setting, job training, computer training, job search assistance, job readiness assessment, and a mentoring partner after job placement.  Instruction methods include small classes, one-on-one sessions, discussions, workshops, internships, and field trips.  The center also has an after-school program (Caroline Academy) for the children of the women who are members of the Center.  NDA members serve as part of the teaching staff.  Responsibilities include teaching small groups of adult students, tutoring individuals, and performing other related duties.  If the member is interested in working with children, he or she may also participate in the Caroline Academy after school program.  http://www.caroline-center.org/cchome.html
Community Preservation and Development Corporation
CPDC’s mission is to develop vibrant communities through innovation and   partnerships.  To accomplish this, CPDC creates and preserves financially sound, socially responsible affordable housing for low and moderate-income individuals and families.  In cooperation with community residents, CPDC develops community programs that strengthen communities and increase opportunities for growth.
Mother Seton Academy is an alternative Catholic middle school (grades 6, 7, & 8) for young men and women from low-income families of all faiths and cultures who will benefit from a values-based innovative multi-cultural learning environment.  Extended school days include supervised homework and recreation time to enhance academic, social, and life skills.  Students are challenged to reach their potential so that they may become responsible, caring, and active leaders in their families, communities, and society.  NDA members serve as school aides.  Responsibilities include one-on-one and small group tutoring, assisting teachers in their classrooms, supervising lunch and recess periods, and chaperoning field trips.  http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.ndmva.org/Service_Sites/Direct_Service/www.mothersetonacademy.org" www.mothersetonacademy.org  
Sisters Academy of Baltimore is a Catholic, community-centered middle school in Southwest Baltimore that educates girls of different races, ethnic groups, and religions, from families of limited economic means.  The Academy empowers its students to become agents of transformation in their families, communities, and society.  NDA members’ duties include assisting teachers and librarian in tutoring students individually and in small groups, assist in life-skills programs, and assist in daily operations in school setting as needed.  http://www.sistersacademy.org
St. Katherine’s Catholic School is a Catholic School in East Baltimore that serves children from grades pre-K thru 8.  Many of the students come from low-income families. The school provides a strong academic program with an emphasis on reading and mathematics. In addition, the academic program is supplemented by an after care program, art class, computer club, cultural enrichment activities, educational field trips, and library science.  NDA members serve as technology coordinator helping students to learn to use the computer.
St. Jerome’s Head Start Center, This center helps low-income children and their families achieve self-reliance.  The program provides comprehensive family development services, including early childhood education, health care, day care, and parenting workshops.  Both programs provide these services through collaborative partnerships with individual families, local schools, hospitals, and social service agencies.  Parents are provided opportunities to enhance their parenting skills through participation in a range of educational programs.  NDA members serve as assistant teachers and family service coordinators.  Responsibilities include helping children to acquire and use language as a means of communicating thoughts and feelings, stimulating them to explore and express their creative ability, and promoting their physical development through various activities.  Methods include songs, puppetry, poems, and various one-on-one and group activities.  Members also conduct parenting skills workshops, encourage parents to assist in the Centers’ activities, and assist parents in assessing their needs.  http://www.catholiccharities-md.org/Children/stjeromesheadstart.html
Beans and Bread Outreach Center is a multi-service, comprehensive day resource center that acts as a support system for people whose needs have not been met by government, community or family safety nets. By providing essential life preserving services, and developing life building skills, the Beans & Bread Outreach Center seeks to strengthen the individual, their family, and their community. The NDA member will serve at Beans and Bread as a Client Advocate. The educational focus of this mentor position will be on life skills development, job readiness, and personal development. The Client Advocate would be involved in a new innovative “Housing First” program that serves the chronically homeless. 

Family Support Project- Tench Tilghman Elementary School located in the McElderry Park Neighborhood of Southeast Baltimore serves 420 children from pre-school through grade five and their families.  Since 1999 Tench Tilghman has been striving to become an Extended Community School.  The Extended Community School is designed to help 
children succeed in school by creating and strengthening healthy families and communities.  
By addressing the needs of the families and community, Tench Tilghman strengthens the learning environment for children.  
Notre Dame AmeriCorps members, with a project site director, will work with up to 100 Tench Tilghman families within the Family Support Project to develop personal, needs-based action plans including:  literacy, GED and educational enrichment programs, job-readiness, skills development, work-force training, and family development programs.
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

Dorchester Youth Alternative Academy, Dorchester, MA, is an innovative human services organization with a highly focused mission.  DYAA is committed solely to educating Children in Need of Services (CHINS), an at risk population of truant youths, 12 to 16 years old.  The academy emphasizes competency in reading and writing as well as community service.  The curriculum is coupled with counseling to address emotional and psychological barriers to learning.  NDA members serve as Teacher/Youth Worker who assists the education staff in planning and preparing the curriculum and other aspects of the program (after school, cultural, recreational and community service projects).

Julie Family Learning Program is a multifaceted program developed in 1974 by the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur (SND).  It is committed to breaking the legacy of poverty that exists among many at-risk families living in South Boston, most headed by single parents who are women.  GED classes, parental and life skills education, literacy programming, career counseling and advocacy work, substance abuse, and conflict resolution programs are provided to parents, infants, toddlers, and Montessori pre-school children.  NDA member responsibilities include assisting infants, toddlers, and pre-school children with their general development, particularly language skills, independent functioning, interaction with other children, tutor elementary-school children, and at times tutor adults.

Notre Dame Education Center (NDEC) was founded in 1992 and offers adult learning programs in the greater Boston area.  The center assists an immigrant and American population.  Classes include adult literacy (ABE and pre-GED), GED, External Diploma Program, English for Speakers of Other Languages (Level 1-4), immigration assistance/citizenship classes, and job counseling.   NDA member serves as part of the teaching staff.  This involves teaching adults in a formal classroom setting, preparation for classes in the content areas, evaluating the progress of each learner, and keeper accurate records and up-to-date personal history of each student.  http://www.sndden.org/ndec 

Notre Dame Education Center at St. Mary's Center located in Lawrence, MA, is an adult educational community experience, which promotes respect for diversity, views education as a vehicle to empower adults, facilitates collaboration among service providers and agencies working on behalf of the poor, and unites with others to address the systemic causes of poverty. The center offers English, Spanish and citizenship classes. One-on-one tutoring and small group classes are maintained to maximize learning.  NDA member's responsibilities include teaching ESOL classes to adults, data entry, overseeing the volunteer program, public relations and other duties as assigned.


Notre Dame High School, a Catholic Cristo Rey Network School is a family-centered, college preparatory, coeducational secondary school founded by the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur whose charism is "to make known the goodness of God." The school provides quality education to youth whose access to culturally sensitive, innovative Catholic Education might otherwise be beyond their means. A special component of Notre Dame High School is the work-study program, which engages the Merrimack Valley Business community in empowering highly motivated young people with professional skills.   NDA members will work with high school students a variety of capacities, including teaching/tutoring as well as driving students to and from their work-study sites.  http://www.cristoreynetwork.org or http://www.ndhslaw.org/.

The Notre Dame Montessori Pre-School is an early childhood center
committed to meeting the educational needs of children from ages 2.9 – 6 years.  This program addresses each child from a holistic perspective -believing that to fulfill the educational needs of young children, their
psychological, intellectual, physical and social needs must all be met.  
Rooted in a Montessori philosophy, the major goals of the program are to create an atmosphere that fosters self-esteem, independence, and an inner motivation to learn.  This atmosphere includes positive feedback, opportunities to frequently meet new challenges, and the freedom and responsibility to make personal choices.  Through their experiences children learn about, develop, and appreciate their own unique abilities and personalities.

Paraclete Center is an outreach center in South Boston whose mission is to enrich young lives through education. Members are responsible for academic classes, exploratory learning projects, evening homework assistance and leadership development for youth in grades 5-12 during their out-of-school hours. They will primarily be working with middle school students but we do provide academic support and guidance through the 12th grade in our evening study program. Each teacher will be assigned specific classes and will be responsible for planning lessons to accomplish the goals of the class, tracking achievement and creating a safe, welcoming and structured environment. In addition they will be involved in community outreach in South Boston and interact with the families of students. All will have some administrative support duties.  http://www.paraclete.us/ 

Project Hope, Dorchester, MA, is a family shelter and community development organization that offers housing advocacy, adult education classes, a licensed Children’s Center, youth programs, and a food pantry for neighborhood residents.  Project Hope works on the principle that education is an act of justice and a process of empowerment.  Homeless women are prepared for employment and economic independence.  NDA members serve as teachers in the community education and adult education programs.  Responsibilities include developing relationships with Project Hope families, neighborhood residents, and staff, as well as teaching pre-GED and GED classes.  http://www.prohope.org/  
The Suffolk County Jail is a maximum-security, pretrial facility housing approximately 700 men, located on Nashua Street in Boston. The NDA member will be responsible for working with individual and small groups of detainees/inmates, focusing on reading skills, parenting, or other topics suggested by the volunteer.  The member may also work with the casework staff, assisting in the delivery of social services for detainees/inmates.  
Blessed Mother Teresa Grammar School is a new site located in the Dorchester section of Boston. The school serves children from Pre-K through Grade 8. The NDA member teaches a sixth grade homeroom, teaches social studies, and teaches reading to grades 7 & 8.
Emmanuel College is a coed, residential, Catholic liberal arts and sciences college in Boston.  Founded by the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur in 1919, the mission of the College is to educate students in a dynamic learning community rooted in the liberal arts and sciences and shaped by strong ethical values and a Catholic academic tradition.  An Emmanuel education challenges students to become critical thinkers, ethical decision makers, and contributing members of the local community and the global society.
The NDA member will work with the Associate Director of Community Service and Service Learning on expanding our community service program by providing opportunities for members of the Emmanuel community to grow in their civic commitments to service, especially service to the poor and neglected of our society. The NDA member will specifically be responsible for organizing promoting and participating in the regular service program which includes volunteer opportunities at various agencies throughout Greater Boston as well as our on campus ESOL program.  The NDA member will also be responsible for assisting with the development and up keep of a new online volunteer data base system.
The International Institute has a mission to help immigrants and refugees successfully integrate into New England. Fundamental to all of the Institute's programs is the promotion of self-sufficiency – giving clients the tools to help themselves become active participants in the social, political and economic richness of American life. The Institute provides newcomers with direct and practical assistance in the form of English & literacy courses, Refugee Resettlement services, Citizenship Education, Economic Development, Employment Training & Placement, Legal Aid and Social Services (e.g. crisis intervention, mental health counseling, human trafficking prevention). NDA members work closely with our attorneys to provide legal services including; green card applications for refugees and asylees, citizenship applications, and family reunification visas. NDA members also assist with translation and forms assistance. NDA members take the lead in our citizenship program teaching Citizenship classes, one-on-one preparation for the exam, and completing citizenship applications. Members will work at only one office, not both. 

Please see their website at www.iiboston.org for additional information.

BOULDER, COLORADO
AmeriCorps members will be working directly with the “Dreamers” who have been “adopted” by the “I Have a Dream” Foundation of Boulder County (IHAD). All of the Dreamers are low-income youth who reside in Boulder County—the majority of the Dreamers live in the cities of Boulder, Lafayette and Longmont, CO.  Three of the after-school centers are located in Elementary Schools and are referred to as “school-based,” while the other three are located in low-income housing communities, and are called “housing-based.”  Many of the Dreamers and families are recent immigrants from Mexico; therefore we are especially seeking applicants who are bilingual (Spanish/ English).  AmeriCorps members will spend the majority of their time working directly with the Dreamers as tutors, mentors and positive adult role models.  AmeriCorps members will also

· Help the Project Coordinators plan for the daily after-school center programming

· Spend time with the Dreamers in their school classes

· Work with other community organizations with whom IHAD has long-standing partnerships

· Assist with the planning of special events (i.e. holiday parties, field trips, parent meetings, etc.).

Broadway Community Center, In 1999, with the assistance of a Department of Education GEAR UP grant, a fourth group of Dreamers was adopted.  This class is comprised of 41 children 10th-12th grade from four City of Boulder low-income public housing sites (Broadway, Kalmia, Iris/Hawthorne, and Diagonal Court).  This class is a partnership with City of Boulder Housing Authority, University of Colorado at Boulder and the Boulder Valley School District. Since these students are in middle and high school, the majority of the work that NDA members will do with these Dreamers will relate to academic support, college and career preparation and all issues that relate to working with teenage youth. 

Casa de la Esperanza, Longmont, CO, This class of 39 Dreamers now in grades 6th through 12th was added in the fall of 2000. In 2000, IHAD expanded its programming to 49 new Dreamers from the Boulder County Housing Authority’s Casa de la Esperanza low-income housing site in Longmont.  These Dreamers are Kindergarten through 9th grade. AmeriCorps applicants, who would like to work with a variety of students in terms of their age, might want to consider this housing-based program.  Many of the Dreamers are recent immigrants from Mexico and still visit there frequently.  Due to the large age range, NDA members at “Casa” will work in a variety of ways with the Casa Dreamers; basically, it will be a combination of many of the other centers’ descriptions.

Columbine Elementary School, Longmont, CO. In 2002, the eighth class of Dreamers was adopted from Columbine Elementary School.  This new Longmont class is comprised of up to 50-eighth graders on the free or reduced lunch program.  NDA members who will be assigned to this class should have the desire to work with a large number of 8th graders every day.  Typically, these Dreamers will work on their homework or other literacy or math based academic assignments that enrich what they are learning in the classroom.  There are also a variety of other activities, such as field trips to plays, sporting events, and book fairs which the NDA members will help plan and chaperone.  http://www.stvrain.k12.co.us/COEL/columbine.html
Pioneer Elementary School, Lafayette, CO.  Adopted in 2000, this class of 9th graders is entering HS. Typically, these Dreamers will work on their homework or other literacy or math based academic assignments that enrich what they are learning in the classroom.  There are also a variety of other activities, such as field trips to plays, sporting events, and book fairs which the NDA members will help plan and chaperone.

Sanchez Elementary School, Lafayette, CO.  In 2001, the seventh class of Dreamers was adopted from Sanchez Elementary School.  This new Lafayette class is made up of 50-eighth graders on the free or reduced lunch program. AmeriCorps members who will be assigned to this class should have the desire to work with a large number of 8th graders every day.  Typically, these Dreamers will work on their homework or other literacy or math based academic assignments that enrich what they are learning in the classroom.  There are also a variety of other activities, such as field trips to plays, sporting events, and book fairs which the NDA members will help plan and chaperone.  http://www.bvsd.k12.co.us/schools/sanchez/
CHICAGO, IL

Notre Dame High School for Girls was founded in 1938, and is a private Catholic secondary school situated in a residential neighborhood on Chicago’s northwest side.  Students come from over 120 different elementary schools, both public and private.  Of the students currently enrolled, 51 percent are Hispanic, 24 percent African American, 15 percent Euro-American, 3 percent Asian, and 6 percent Bi-racial.  More than 75 percent receive some financial aid.  The NDMV works with individual and small groups of students in the Library, Study hall and/or Learning Resource Center on reading, writing and computer skills.  Depending on the educational background of the NDMV, tutoring in other subject areas may also be included.   Notre Dame H.S. is committed to the holistic development of young women.  Sixty hours of service are required for graduation. The NDMV will also assist the Service Learning Coordinator in arranging service opportunities, working with students on choosing their service activities and accompanying students and the Service Learning Coordinator to community service sites.  http://www.ndhs4girls.org/ 

PADS (Public Action to Deliver Shelter) is an ecumenical faith movement operating a drop-in facility that provides food, clothing, and available resources to people who are homeless in southwest Chicago.  The NDA member provides life-skills education to PADS' homeless guests and encourages a spirit of volunteerism among them, leading by example. This service position requires a member who is flexible and is able to handle multiple tasks simultaneously. S/he displays an attitude of respect toward clients/guests, engaging them as much as possible (and with the approval of the supervisor) in shelter activities.  Some of the member duties involve assisting with the weekly Life Improvement Program which helps the guests set goals and monitor progress toward meeting them, making referrals to job placements, shelters and medical help.  The member will also assist the guests with tutoring, resume writing, and using the computer.  The member will also serve one evening a week from 6 to 9 p.m. registering new guests, serving dinner, distributing clothing and toiletries and counseling the guests.   

San Miguel School - Gary Comer Campus is a middle school and social services organization that serves low-income children and their families in the far west side (Austin neighborhood) of Chicago. Programs offered include a middle school for grades 5 - 8, after school programs, "Renaissance" programs, and organized athletics. In addition, the school is teamed up with St. Joseph's Services, which offers counseling, adult education, and other social service to the immediate neighborhood. The NDA member will work to build relationships with adolescents, young adults and their families; work with and follow the guidance of a lead team of teachers; provide tutoring, mentoring and intervention for most at-risk students; and assist the teaching team with the planning and implementation of individual education plans within the curriculum.  www.san-miguel.org 

St. Angela School is an inner city elementary school located on the west side of Chicago in the Austin area.   St. Angela currently serves African-American students from preschool through grade eight.  Eighty-eight percent of the student population is eligible for free or reduced lunch.  Sixty percent of our students are from single parent/single income homes.  A teacher assistant position is available pre-primary level.  Tutoring and homework assistance at other grade levels are also needed before and after school.  The main qualifications for an NDMV is that the person must truly like children, have a strong desire to see them succeed, be capable of working as a team member, and be flexible to be capable of responding to all the changes that can take place to a school schedule on any given day.  While a college degree is not required to serve in this position, it would definitely be a plus.  If a volunteer has special talents in music, art, computer, or physical ed, these talents would definitely be an asset to our educational program.

St. Joseph Services at Casa de Providencia is a developing urban ministry in partnership with Saint Mark Parish, working to co-develop programs and services to strengthen family life.  The Parish and Casa de Providenicia are located in the Humboldt Park neighborhood of Chicago.  Current collaborative and parish programs include adult ESL classes, adult computer classes, an after-school and summer program for at-risk youth ages 8-18 (Saving a Childhood Foundation) and a Head-Start program for children ages 3 to 6 (Catholic Charities at St. Mark Parish).  The NDA member will provide tutoring and mentoring for adults desiring to learn English as well as tutoring and mentoring and intervention for at-risk youth.  The NDA member will also help educate others on tutoring ESL and build relationships with the persons served at Casa de Providencia.

Chicago International Charter School draws students from the Belmont-Cragin community. The student body is 72 percent Latino, 20 percent African-American, and 8 percent Anglo American; 38 percent of students are bilingual. The campus serves more than 520 children from Kindergarten through Grade 8.
The Notre Dame-AmeriCorps member assists the teacher in a 2nd-grade classroom 75% of the time; the remaining 25% of the time s/he does small-group English-language instruction. Experience working with children is necessary; the ability to speak Spanish is desirable but not required.

Marillac Social Service Center is a social service agency that works with a population ranging from young children to senior citizens, providing both educational and social services.  The Notre Dame-AmeriCorps member 
serves as a child-care provider, creating a safe and fun environment that encourages the children’s engagement in a variety of recreational activities.  
The Miracle Center, located in the Hermosa neighborhood on Chicago’s northwest side, offers an arts-oriented after-school program and summer camp. Under the supervision of the program director, the NDA member is responsible for implementing these activities. Responsibilities include but are not limited to:

•Tutor youth

•Design and implement a club for arts, sports, or other fun, engaging activity.

•Clubs/curricula should be based on a particular skill, such as dance, drama, arts, music, photography, etc.

•Communicate wit parents and teachers regarding student progress and needs.

•Be a role model for appropriate behavior.

•Assume initiative and responsibility.

The NDA member will be fully integrated into The Miracle Center’s staff meetings and professional development activities. 
The Center of Higher Development provides computer training, practical life skills, and educational resources via technology at seven apartment complexes, primarily on Chicago’s South Side. Apartment residents receive help with resume writing, Internet job searches, and SAT, ACT and GED enrichment. At a minimum, the NDA member must be at ease working with both children and adults. A GED or high school diploma and a working knowledge of Microsoft Office programs are required; a bachelor’s degree in computer science or liberal studies is preferred.

CINCINNATI, OHIO

Corryville Catholic and St. Francis Seraph Schools  

These Catholic inner-city elementary schools serve children in grades pre-K to 8.  Focused one-on-one tutoring programs and small group tutoring classes help to improve the children’s academic skills and also encourage year-long mentoring relationships.  After-school enrichment programs in drama, video work, and African-American heritage courses are provided for the children.  Field trips and sports activities are also provided.  NDA members serve as tutors, teachers’ assistants, and after-school activity coordinators.  Members also organize and/or supervise activities during recess period for assigned grades and assist with field trips and special projects.

Harmony Community School is a charter school designed for high school students who were not able to excel within public schools. Along with learning math and reading, students are able to take college courses and learn job skills for a profession they choose.  NDA members serve as teacher’s assistants and tutor’s for the students. 

Imago for the Earth 
This organization is committed to living in harmony with the earth in its people. The Imago Earth Center promotes environmental education with in the community, through eco-counseling, workshops, and celebrations. One NDA member serves as environmental education coordinator. Duties include recruiting and training volunteers, developing new curriculum, and coordinating education programs.  Another program at Imago, Seminary Square Eco-Village, is working to develop a sustainable community through neighborhood development.  One NDA member will assist the project director in conducting outreach to minority population and elders in the Price Hill neighborhood to involve them in a community visioning process, promote study circles, and educate the churches and other institutions about the process.

IMPACT Over-The -Rhine.  

This inner-city program employs and trains highly at risk youth to significantly improve the appearance of Over-the-Rhine. The Eco-Garden Project is a market garden that provides organic food for sale to the population. The Market Program helps youth develop management job skills by supervising the operation of the historic Findlay Market.  NDA members serve as the Youth Activities Coordinator for the Market Program and Adjunct Coordinator of the Eco-Garden Project.
Intercommunity Justice and Peace Center  
The center is a collaborative effort to bring justice and peace to our world. Membership is composed of 16 affiliated groups and numerous individuals.  The program’s task is education and advocacy around human rights, anti-racism, peace, special needs of women and children, the environment, and economic justice.  One NDA member works with program coordinators to gather materials, prepare presentations around a variety of issues including the death penalty, economic justice, poverty, etc. as well as assists with educational programs for youth and adult groups.

Jordan Center 

This Center serves the health needs of the community in two ways. First, the Center educates community members through health groups and workshops, nutritional counseling, and health fairs. Second it offers free blood pressure checks, health consultation with a nurse, Medshare Prescription Assistance, flu shots, and referrals to clinics, doctors, social services, and mental health providers.  One NDA member coordinates the health groups and workshops as well as helps with the Medshare Prescription Program.

Peaslee Neighborhood Center 

Peaslee Neighborhood Center is a place where children and adults in Over-the-Rhine can come together to learn from each other. The Center helps children with homework, gives music lessons, provides childcare, and coordinates programs. One NDA members assists teachers in the Child Care Program and in daily operation of Homework Room Program. The member also works with the Arts Program Assistant assisting with the community mosaic bench project, Art Club and other activities that are developed. 

Santa Maria Community Services, Inc 

Santa Maria operates four neighborhood centers in the Price Hill area of Cincinnati. Their mission is to empower residents of the neighborhoods through knowledge and encouragement to embrace their ability to change the conditions that limit their opportunities. 

The West End Emergency Center / Power Inspires Progress Program, Cincinnati, OH. This multi-faceted community center has offered services to the residents of West End since 1984.  Its services encourage self-sufficiency and independence while collaborating to identify emerging needs and initiate new opportunities.  Currently the Center offers food and emergency clothing to neighborhood residents.  Power Inspires Progress is an education/employment program providing on-site job training at Venice Pizza and with a catering business.

Dayton, OH
Colin Powell Academy is a school for grades K-8 and encourages academic excellence, improved reading skills, and an overall well-rounded education. They provide year round schooling, school sports, summer enrichment programs, pre-school programs, music, and performing arts classes. They also provide vocational classes for nursing assistant, computer technology, and film and music production among others. As a teacher’s assistant, the NDA member will do record keeping, preparation and implementation of lesson plans, escort students to activities, act as a monitor in the breakfast/lunch room, assist with the daily reading program, and attend school meetings and activities. 

Student Achievement Center is a center that provide free tutoring. Reading and math programs are offered after school in several locations. NDA member will be tutoring from K to 8th grade students in math and reading at the designated centers. The member will meet with parents and teachers to discuss student progress and goals, prepare progress reports for parents and staff, and help recruit students during enrollment periods. 

Wesley Community Center, Duties of the NDA member are to assist the Program Coordinator primarily during the traditional academic school year.  Areas of concentration include teaching computer literacy to participants, homework assistance, tutoring, mentoring, arts and crafts, and assist in any area of the center’s operation.
Mary Queen of Peace Catholic School is a Catholic school that supported by the Dayton Catholic Urban Presence (CUP). CUP is a grass-roots group that looking to find ways to keep a Catholic presence alive in the urban neighborhoods. This group has chosen to give witness to its Catholic faith by sharing resources to build an educational community that reaches out to all people in a vairety of neighborhoods. At Mary Queen of Peace Catholic School NDA member will serve as a teacher aide working on the hours of a regular school day, 7:30 AM to 3:30 PM. As a teacher aide, NDA member will be expected to perform multiple duties assisting teachers in the classroom, covering lunch duty, monitoring the playground and other tasks as requested. Also, member is expected to attend all in-service programs as outlined n the school's calendar.

Five Rivers MetroParks was formed in 1963 as the result of forward thinking individuals who recognized the value of and need for green space in our community.  Using a state law, Ohio Revised Code Section 1545, the Montgomery County Probate Court was petitioned and approved formation of a park district in Montgomery County.  

Today, Five Rivers MetroParks encompasses nearly 12,000 acres of parklands, river corridors and recreation trails, conserving our natural heritage and providing recreational and educational opportunities for today and future generations.  MetroParks hosts over 6,000,000 visitors a year.

· Germantown MetroPark Nature Center, part of the Five Rivers MetroPark in Dayton, OH, works to educate the community through creating partnerships with local Head Start and Outreach Programs within the community.  The NDA member will work to develop, coordinate and conduct native live animal outreach presentations to Head Start classes and their associated partners to reinforce their Early Learning Content Pre-School Science benchmarks.  The member will also conduct school and group programs within the Nature Center and serve as an environmental educator.  

· South MetroParks.  Visitors to the South MetroParks will benefit through the personal attention, assistance, enthusiasm, and expertise of the NDA member who will provide environmental awareness and education, helping park visitors make better decisions regarding our environment.  NDA member will develop, plan, and conduct parent & preschooler programs at Hills & Dales MetroPark, provide outreach programs for Head Starts and preschools that instill a sense of wonder for the outdoors, and maintain 5 MetroParks information kiosks with up-to-date information, including seasonal interpretive displays, MetroParks news, and upcoming program information.

· Adventure Central at Wesleyan MetroPark, is a youth education center that targets urban youth, kindergarten through age 19 during out-of-school hours.  Adventure Central is operated through a partnership between Ohio State University Extension, 4-H Youth Development and Five Rivers MetroParks.  Youth learn about their environment through science and nature studies, learn to use computer technology and are involved in homework assistance.  NDA member duties are assisting youth with after school, day camp, and club program, work with staff in providing expanded opportunities for family programming, and assist with the development of a youth entrepreneurship program.  http://www.metroparks.org/Facilities/Adventure_Central/adventure_central.html 

· Possum Creek MetroPark and Farm will benefit through the personal attention, assistance, enthusiasm, and expertise of the NDA member who will provide environmental awareness and education, helping park visitors make better decisions regarding our environment.  NDA member duties include assisting the farm education specialist with scheduled programs, provide outreach programs that convey the importance of farms and farm animals, and assist the farm technician with farm chores when necessary.  http://www.metroparks.org/Facilities/Possum_Creek_MetroPark/possum_creek_metropark.html 

HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT
Public Elementary Schools:  Annie Fisher is located in Hartford, CT, NDA members tutor young readers, Grades K through six.  The NDA member assists within the classroom, grades K, 1 and 2, emphasizing reading skills.  Dedicated teachers and NDA members provide instruction, assessment and encouragement in reading as well as in other academic areas.  For those who enjoy a steady schedule and working with children, an elementary school tutorial is a viable option for a meaningful service year.

St. Martin de Porres Academy, a Nativity School, in New Haven, is beginning this year, 2005-2006, with Grade 5.  NDA members serving at this site will be able to participate in ‘growing’ a new project, and assist the families and students enrolled at St. Martin de Porres Academy.  Responsibilities include after school tutorial and a variety of social and group activities, which enhance self confidence and promote academic learning.

Family Life Education, works in partnership with youth and families, providing Teen and Young Parent Support, Prevention Education and Child Abuse Intervention and Prevention.  The NDA member would work as program facilitator for FLE’s Child Care by assisting with planning and implementation of the developmentally appropriate children’s activities and recreational curriculum.  The NDA member would also assist with group and casework for young adults by recruiting participants, helping them develop Individual Service Plans and facilitating a weekly educational support group.     

Helping Our Mothers to Education/ H.O.M.E., a program sponsored by the House of Bread, is an educational program for mothers.  The NDA member there would help teach GED, ABE, and computer skills, and assist with the after school program for the children of the women who attend H.O.M.E. http://www.hobread.org/home.html
Trust House is a Family Learning Center where neighbors meet over coffee and where community organizing and recreational activities take place.  But mostly, it is a center dedicated to parents and children’s learning activities.  While parents study, their children play and learn.  Trust House programs include Early Childhood and pre-K training, GED, ESOL, Adult Basic Education, Computer training, Parenting skills, and Pre-Employment training.  NDA members serve as Family Literacy Assistant and Computer Education Teacher. http://www.trusthouse.org/
LOS ANGELES, CA
South Central LAMP illuminates the path out of poverty, using education as a tool to empower children and families of South Central Los Angeles. Family Literacy programs are offered free of charge to over 200 children and families. The member at LAMP serves as either an early childhood education teacher or a Reading is Fundamental Coordinator. 

Brother Miguel Center is a Catholic Charities poverty center that serves the greater Pomona communities.  The center provides a basic needs assistance program to homeless and low-income individuals and families.  Services include emergency food, clothing, emergency shelter through motel vouchers and housing placement assistance.  NDA member will assist with administering emergency assistance programs, implement housing assistance program, conduct periodic home visits, and participate in community meetings/events.

St. Columbkille School, This Catholic School is located in South Central Los Angeles. The school serves students whose families are newly arrived immigrants and have limited English ability.  An NDA member will serve as a classroom aid to the 2nd or 3rd grade classes. The volunteer will provide one on one instruction and assist the teacher with lesson preparation and planning school events. Fluency or at least a basic comprehension of Spanish would be ideal, but not required.
The St. Julie Learning Center, library/computer center, functions as the school library for St. Columbkille School by day and a center for community meetings.  ESL classes are offered at the center, and homework assistance is available daily.  The Notre Dame AmeriCorps member will assist with the services of the center which include librarian duties, computer assistance for the ESL class, and after-school homework assistance.  The volunteer will also assist in a primary classroom two hours a day. 

St. Margaret’s Center, Lennox, CA, is a Catholic Charities community center that serves the airport area of Los Angeles.  The center provides a comprehensive range of emergency and supportive services to individuals and families who live at or below the federal poverty level.  The Center’s goal is to provide relief, dignity, and support. The Center does this by providing emergency food, shelter, rent assistance, clothing, and household supplies.  The Center also assists individuals through case management and skills development to become more self-sufficient and to achieve economic security. About 70% of the clientele is Latino, 25% African American, with the other 5% of other races. NDA member’s responsibilities include tutoring adults in literacy, ESL, GED, and Basic living skills in small groups or one on one. Also members will assist with administering emergency assistance programs, provide case management to poverty level persons, and create programs with director’s supervision. Bilingual (Spanish/English) a plus!

Saint Thomas the Apostle School serves grades K-8.  This school is located in the heart of central Los Angeles and celebrated 100 years of Catholic education in 2004.  The NDA member will be a teacher’s assistant for the Kindergarten class.  The member will also be the lunch duty supervisor and after-school care/tutoring supervisor.

Catholic Big Brothers Big Sisters is located in Los Angeles.  Under the direction of the Director of Programs, the member will assist in the enrolling, training, pairing, and support of program mentor/children, matches of children, volunteers, and families involved in the Children of Promise Mentoring Program.

NEW ORLEANS, LA
This new site will focus on bringing hope to this unique and vibrant community, aiming to alleviate the impact caused by Hurricane Katrina. Some of the services that members will provide are: tutoring children, tutoring adults in GED, basic education, and ESL, after school enrichment activities, conflict resolution and parental effectiveness training, and community organizing and outreach.  
	Catholic Charities – The Archdiocese of New Orleans

Members at Catholic Charities will serve in one of 3 positions, helping to rebuild housing that was damaged by Hurricane Katrina.  Housing is provided.
The Worksite Supervisor will oversee volunteer work crews by developing a schedule, greeting, orientating, and educating volunteer groups, distributing tools and safety equipment, escorting groups to worksites, and providing direction and support.
	 

	The Worksite Support Volunteer will assist the Supervisor with coordinating the volunteer groups, maintaining the warehouse and staging areas, equipment, and tools, and distributing these items to volunteers.
	 

	The Housing Coordinator will provide support to residents to secure funding for rebuilding. She or he will serve as a liason between residents, funding agencies, and building contractors. The housing coordinator will also assist the rebuilding team.
The Good Shepherd Nativity School
Members at the Good Shepherd School will serve as Teachers and Teacher's Aides in this wonderful learning environment in classrooms for grades 2, 3, and 4.
Holy Name of Mary School
This school has experienced a growth in enrollment since Hurricane Katrina.  They are currently expanding the Before and After School Program to include tutoring, social and academic skill development, and programs in the Arts.  The Before and After School Tutor would work with teachers by providing tutoring in academic and social skills, core academic subjects, and general supervision during recreation time.  Skills in the Arts, such as Dance or Music, would be great.  This position would also include tutoring during the school day.

	


PHILADELPHIA, PA
Hope Partnership for Education (HPE) is an independent middle school and adult education center serving the Eastern North Philadelphia neighborhood.  HPE is based on the nationally recognized Nativity Network model which offers extended day and extended year schooling for middle school students in grades 5-8 thus maximizing the academic, physical, social and spiritual potential of each student.  The Adult Education program helps to enhance the family and neighborhood involvement in the learning process by offering GED, basic literacy, computer and ESL (English as a Second Language) classes.  NDA member will assist classroom teachers during Language Arts and Math classes, teach enrichment classes, tutor and assist students individually or in small groups, and supervise students in classrooms, halls, cafeteria, gym and/or field trips.

St Katharine Drexel Catholic School is located in the impoverished city of Chester, PA.  The student population is 85% African America, 10% Caucasian, and 5% of other ethnic groups.  NDA members will provide the extra attention the students need to succeed academically by, tutoring in small groups and one on one, assisting teachers with classroom activities, and participating in conflict resolution activities.  Members will also help with encouraging reading for enjoyment and be involved in working with the “peer mediation program”.

St. Malachy School is a Catholic school located in North Philadelphia.  The school is predominantly a non-Catholic population with 100% of the students being African-American.  The school provides both a breakfast and lunch program, and after school services. The NDA member’s duties are working with grades 4-8 in reading and writing activities, assisting the teachers in Grades 1 & 2, and helping the staff with organizational activities.

PHOENIX, AZ
Cesar E. Chavez Foundation is a local non-profit educational organization.  The mission of the Cesar E. Chavez Foundation is to maximize human potential to improve communities by preserving, promoting and applying the legacy and universal values of civil rights leader Cesar E. Chavez.  Members will assist with a number of projects, including coordination of “Educating the Heart” trainings of public and private school teachers, assisting with design of recruitment and promotional materials, and coordinating Cesar Chavez Day community celebrations and events calendar and requests.
Academia del Pueblo is a charter school (K-8) affiliated with Friendly House, an agency providing education and social services to the Hispanic community of Phoenix. The NDA member will assist the teacher in providing tutoring to target students to enhance direct instruction based on Arizona’s Academic Standards and the Academic del Pueblo curriculum. The member will also assist the teacher in preparing materials and resources to facilitate instruction.

New Arizona Family is a non-profit organization that provides substance abuse treatment for adults at in-patient residential facilities as well as provides outpatient services. One of its programs targets pregnant women and also has a nursery.  Tutoring and testing for GED are provided for clients in the program.  Parenting groups are also part of the program.  NDA members will provide assistance in tutoring and testing for GED as well as assisting in the parenting classes.

Society of St. Vincent De Paul has been serving the homeless and economically disadvantaged populations for over fifty years.  The society provides compassion and support to individuals in need through the use of shelters, home visits, employment services, food assistance, and outreach programs.  The NDA member serves as an educational intern in the Special Works Ministry.  The primary responsibilities of the member include coordinating education programs in conjunction with various ministries and offering mentoring, coaching, advising and formal classes.  Classes focus on a variety of interests including; teen after-school bike repair, family money management and parenting skills, computer classes, ESL classes and job development.  http://www.stvincentdepaul.net/    

Stardust House is an agency of the Stardust Foundation that provides services in the South Ranch II Habitat for Humanity Community.  This is a newly formed community of 200 first time homeowners in the South Phoenix area.  Programming consists of: after school tutoring and activities, GED Classes, ESOL Classes, Head start Program, Computer Lab and Community outreach.  An NDA member will assist in the Computer Lab, after school tutoring, and with other classes offered at this location.  http://www.stardusthouse.org/    
St. Agnes School educates students from Pre-K through 8th grade. The NDA member serves as a teacher and assistant, helping to improve children's general knowledge as well as their self-esteem. During the summer, the member will assist with office responsibilities such as updating the school calendar, revising the Parent/Student handbook, and developing a schedule for special area classes.  http://www.stagnesphx.org/school/.
 

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA, CA

Mission Dolores and St. Anthony Schools are located in the inner city of San Francisco, CA.  Both schools serve children in grades K-8.  The students are primarily Hispanic, Asian, and Anglo-Americans.  Over 50% of the children are from single-parent families.  One-on-one and small group tutoring activities are provided to improve the students’ academic skills.  After-school enrichment programs and parental involvement in the students’ education are encouraged.  NDA members’ responsibilities include tutoring students, assisting classroom teachers, and participating in after-school programs.  Members may also assist with parental involvement programs that encourage parents to participate in their children’s education.  http://www.missiondolores.org/ 

John Gill and Fair Oaks Schools are multi-cultural elementary schools located in a low-income area.  One-on-one and small group tutoring activities are provided to improve the students’ academic skills.  After-school enrichment programs and parental involvement in the students’ education are encouraged.  NDA members’ responsibilities include tutoring students, assisting classroom teachers, and participating in after-school programs.  http://www.johngill.rcsd.k12.ca.us   

Project Read is a public library program providing tutoring, dropout prevention services, and critical thinking skills for children and adults. After-school enrichment programs for children using various methods including storytelling, finger plays, and language enrichment are also provided. Other programs Families for Literacy Program (FFL), Kids in Partnership Program (KIPP), and training for high school tutors who will teach at-risk elementary school students.  NDA members’ responsibilities include tutoring students, assisting classroom teachers, and participating in after-school programs.  Members may also assist with parental involvement programs that encourage parents to participate in their children’s education.  http://www.projectread-redwoodcty.org/
The Service League of San Mateo County in partnership with Project Read utilizes members to work with inmates at the county jail. These members will assist in the F.A.T.H.E.R.S (Fathers as Teachers: Helping Encouraging Reading Supporting) program that encourages responsible behavior by promoting literacy among the incarcerated and their families. NDA member’s responsibilities include developing class plans and course outlines for the program, participate in the selection and testing of the inmates, provide instruction to a class of no more than 15, and tutor inmates on an individual basis. Members also assist the inmates in establishing positive, supportive relationships with family members and other community members, and generally work towards improving the educational levels of the inmates.  http://www.serviceleague.org/ 
St. Charles Elementary School is a K-8 Catholic Christian educational institution dedicated to the formation of the whole child to meet the challenges of today’s world.  It is operated by the Dominican Sisters of the Most Holy Rosary of the Philippines.  It has a coed student body of more than 300 students who come primarily from Hispanic and Filipino backgrounds.  With love and understanding, the school guides each unique individual toward a positive self-concept through spiritual, intellectual, psychological, emotional, physical and sociological development.  NDA members’ responsibilities include tutoring students, assisting classroom teachers, and participating in after-school programs.  Members may also assist with parental involvement programs that encourage parents to participate in their children’s education.    
SEATTLE, WA

Sound Youth - Notre Dame AmeriCorps of Seattle, WA is a partnership between Notre Dame Mission Volunteers – AmeriCorps and Church Council of Greater Seattle.  National Direct and VISTA members serve at partner sites around King County, including schools, tutoring centers, and community centers. These site collaborations are set up to build alliances between their programs and community and faith based organizations to better serve the children and families in the community.  Sound Youth - NDA members provide direct service to school aged children and youth through tutoring, mentoring, and out of school enrichment activities such as art, drama, leadership/service, ESL, reading, and conflict resolution workshops. The type of service that members provide will depend on the other services provided in the neighborhood and the unmet needs still present. The following sites are part of Sound Youth-NDA partnership.  www.soundyouth.org 

Arts in Motion is a Community School of the Arts. The AmeriCorps member at Arts in Motion will serve as the Arts Program Coordinator, working directly with students, families, teachers, and running the arts center during the school year and summertime. The arts program coordinator will also work to support arts development in local schools and partnering community sites.
Franklin High School's Public Service Academy - The goal of the Public Service Academy is to introduce young people to public service, to provide a challenging integrated academic curriculum that prepares students for college, and to create and nurture an ethic of service. The AmeriCorps member at Franklin High School serves as the Community Based Learning Coordinator, matching students with community organizations and supporting individual course work and assignments. The Coordinator will also give family support by assisting with Family Nights, helping to recruit parents to serve as volunteers, and providing other outreach as needed.

Cascade People’s Center of Seattle, WA empowers people to grow strong, sustainable families and communities.  They provide free family support programming and childcare to those in need. All programming events are community led, and 68% of the work done in the center is by volunteer community members.  The NDA member coordinates the youth programs, increases family involvement, and helps recruit volunteers for Cascade’s youth programs.  The member is also involved in El Mundo de Los Niños, a Spanish language program helping children build self esteem while learning about their culture and roots and the Ready for School program, a school readiness program that provides workshops for caretakers of children and free childcare.  The ideal AmeriCorps applicant for this position would be a native Spanish speaker.  

College Access Now at Garfield High School - The Americorps member serving at Garfield High School in the College Access Now program identifies students with the motivation and potential to attend college and assists them in applying for and gaining access into college. The member helps students on an individual basis with college applications, scholarships, and financial aid forms, as well as teaching an ACT/SAT prepartory course and guiding their transitions into college. 

High Point Youth Tutoring Program (a program of Catholic Community Services) serves an East African and Southeast Asian immigrant population by providing after-school educational enrichment programs for students who live in the High Point low-income public housing. The NDA member coordinates tutoring and mentoring programs for youth.  In addition, the member helps design curriculum and facilitates youth clubs and summer camps programs on a variety of topics including the very popular Mad Scientist Club.  http://www.ytpseattle.org/centers/high_point.html
Rainier Vista Youth Tutoring Program (a program of Catholic Community Services) is an after-school educational enrichment program for at-risk students.  The Rainier Vista low-income public housing community serves primarily East African and South East Asian immigrant families and the tutoring centers provide youth with a safe, positive, and stimulating environment to explore learning and experience academic success.  The NDA member serves at the Rainier Vista Tutoring Center, where 80 students are currently participating in the program. The NDA member works with students individually or in small groups in order to offer friendship, encouragement and guidance as well as tutoring. The member also coordinates enrichment programs that range from creative writing to World Travelers Club to Archeology Club.  http://www.ytpseattle.org/rainier_vista.html
Global Connections at Tyee High School (in partnership with Neighborhood House) AmeriCorps members serve at Tyee High School, a very diverse student community that struggles to meet state academic standards. Members coordinate an SAT Prep Course in addition to an after-school tutoring program, recruiting both student participants and community volunteers to help serve as tutors. The tutoring program focuses on English Language Learners, however all students are welcome to use the service. In addition to the after school program, NDA members also mentor students and serve as teachers’ assistants in ELL classes, working with individual students and small groups. They also help coordinate and lead field trips and other community enrichment activities.

Yesler Terrace Youth Tutoring Program / Catholic Community Services serves an East African immigrant community by providing after-school educational enrichment programs for at-risk elementary, middle, and high school students who live in the Yesler Terrace low-income public housing. The NDA member splits their time between volunteer recruitment and tutoring and mentoring youth.  The member also helps design curriculum and facilitates youth clubs for creative writing, World Cultures, and art.  www.ytpseattle.org/yesler.html
Spruce Street Secure Crisis Residential Center is a community resource for runaway or street youth between the ages of 12 and 17. As a freestanding residence located in the Capitol Hill Community of Seattle, this program provides secure, short-term, non-institutional residence and support services for an average of fifty youth per month. The ultimate goal of Spruce Street SCRC is to reunite youth with their parents or primary caregivers when possible, while promoting the emotional and physical well-being of youth residents. The AmeriCorps member at SSSCRC provides family mediation for enrolled youth and their families, assists with developing services with the aim of reconciling families and youth, provides intensive case management services to youth which is inclusive of their families, refers youth to a physiatrist, and provides a weekly group that teaches independent living skills.

WASHINGTON, DC

Academy of Hope is an education community that provides adult students with learning opportunities at all levels. The adult learners attend classes or work with a tutor to attain educational, professional, and personal goals. The NDA member serves a population where 72% read below an eighth grade level. The member has the opportunity to work in a variety of the Academy's programs. Visit www.aohdc.org
Community Preservation and Development Corporation (CPDC), is home to The Connections, started by an NDA member, which focuses on the special educational needs of teenage dropouts.  NDA members provide instruction in GED and job skills in a technological classroom setting and plan special enrichment activities and field trips for the participants based at Edgewood Terrace Housing Complex.  Members instruct during some evening sessions for Edgewood Terrace residents in computer and Internet.  

Living Wages of Washington D.C. operates at two different locations.  The first site is an Adult Education Center, which provides GED and job training skills to homeless men and women that have been placed in shelters throughout the city. The second site, the Opportunity Center, offers the External Diploma Program, computer training, a bank teller preparation course, personal and professional development seminars, economic literacy seminars, and an entrepreneurial course.  NDA members will assist the directors at both centers by help teaching classes, preparing lessons, and help keep records of the students.  http://www.livingwages.org/
Mary House of Washington D.C. was started by one family who wanted to open up their home to those most in need.  It has grown into a transitional housing program providing affordable housing, life skills advocacy, and academic services to immigrant families in 10 sites across DC and Maryland.  NDA members assist in family casework, tutor residents in ESL, and coordinate the children’s after-school tutoring program, Library Program, and summer camp.  Members also coordinate a food and clothing assistance program for qualifying immigrant families across the city.  http://www.maryhouse.org/
Metropolitan Delta Adult Literacy Council serves to enable adults and families within the Greater Washington D.C. area to acquire basic level literacy skills, including reading, writing, listening, speaking, mathematics and technology.  With these skills they are able to solve problems they encounter in their daily lives and can participate more fully in their community and workplace.  The Notre Dame AmeriCorps member will teach in the GED and ABE (Adult Basic Education) programs, working with approximately 50 students during the course of the year.  The NDA member will also work to build capacity in the GED and ABE programs, gaining valuable skills and experience in teaching, program management and teamwork and support the volunteer tutors.  http://www.mdalc.org  

Washington Middle School for Girls is a new middle school focused on girls at risk of prematurely terminating their education in Southeast Washington DC.  The school offers full day classes, guidance counseling and summer camp to grades 5 and 6.  Grades 7 and 8 will be phased in over the next two years.  The NDA member would be responsible for the recruitment, training, and placing of college and community volunteers as tutors in the school.  School principal will provide on-site supervision.  http://www.washingtonmiddleschoolforgirls.org/  
St. Ann’s Infant and Maternity Home has provided a refuge for needy women and children in the Washington D.C. area since 1860.  The NDA member will work primarily with the day care children and residential children who have been abused, abandoned, or neglected.  He or she will  assist with classes, supervision, field trips, and other activities.
WATSONVILLE, CA
Moreland Notre Dame School is located in the Monterey Bay area of central California.  The student population is diverse, drawing on the diverse population of the agriculturally based region.  With the goal of meeting the needs of individual children from kindergarten through eighth grade, emphasis is placed recognizing and addressing learning challenges, one-on-one and small group tutorial, and academic and social support for students and their families.  The NDA member would serve as a tutor, small group leader, and classroom assistant during the day and participate in after-school tutorial and extra-curricular activities in the evening.  
The Second Harvest Food Bank of Watsonville, CA is one of the oldest food banks in the United States.  Second Harvest’s mission is to educate and involve individuals to end hunger and malnutrition on the Central Coast.  To assist member agencies in accessing food, Second Harvest is introducing a new program that delivers food, bread and produce to them. The NDA member would assist in the development of this Agency Delivery Program.  The NDA member would also implement a mentoring program for both staff and volunteers introducing them to computer use and helping them with literacy in both computer language and English language. Finally, the NDA member would work with Second Harvest’s “Hot Line” that is open eight hours each day and assists callers in locating food, shelter and other necessities.  www.thefoodbank.org/ 
Watsonville High School is an expansive open campus located in the heart of city. Traditional sports and clubs programs take place on campus along with small school academies. The academies are programs in which students can obtain work experience and build capacity in their respective area of career interest.  For example the Health Academy provides students with a gateway to degrees in health related fields. The Video Academy, in addition to its gateway mission, is a multi-media and journalism program that delivers school and community news. The NDA member would assist classroom teachers during the day and lead after-school enrichment activities in the evening.  The member would also assist in the parental involvement programs that work to encourage parents to participate in their children’s education.  www.watsonvillehs.net/
YWCA: Mentors of Children of Prisoners successfully serves over 130 young women participants, ages 10-14 from all of the middle schools in Watsonville , CA . The Program provides after school activities and educational workshops focused on building youth developmental assets with the goal of reducing risk-taking behavior. Ninety-eight percent of YW-Teens participants are Latino, two percent are White (Non-Hispanic) and Asian American. Approximately 1/3 of participants share experiences of having a relative in the prison system. The role of a mentor in their life is critical because it offers the teen an opportunity for a continued presence of a trusted adult ally to whom they can depend on for advice and guidance. Notre Dame AmeriCorps members in Watsonville will have the opportunity of being trained to participate as mentors.
Freedom Elementary School is situated in the community of Freedom, between the Watsonville Airport and the northern city limits of Watsonville. The school serves approximately 600 K-5 students, including one Special Day Class. 76% of the children come from families who are employed in agriculture and live at or below the poverty level. Freedom School serves as a vital center for the community, providing access to educational, social, and recreational activities for adults as well as children. The NDA members provide small group and individual tutoring as well as support services to students in the classroom and in the after school program. There is the possibility of creative planning of a class in the after-school program.  Visit their website at : www.freedom.pvusd.net
Lakeview Middle School was built in 1994 and was once the site of a California Indian village and burial grounds. It is nestled at the foot of the coastal mountains at the edge of the Pajaro Valley. Several small lakes encircle the northern edge of the campus with both Kelly Lake and College Lake providing prominent views from the campus. This public school serves primarily in grades six through eight. The Notre Dame AmeriCorps members provide small group and individual tutoring as well as support service to students in the classroom and in the after school program. There is the possibility of creative planning of a class (music/arts/crafts/yoga/newspaper club/etc) in the after-school program.  More information is available at http://lakeview.pvusd.net/
Solano Summit Academy serves students in the middle grades (6-8). Many are expelled, on mandatory placement, on probation, experiencing behavior problems, disengaged learners, or are habitually truant. Solano Summit Academy has a low student/teacher ratio providing opportunities for individual attention to the academic and behavioral needs of the students. Students are taught to accept responsibility for their actions and to develop a level of maturity so that they can return to a regular school campus. Specifically addressed in the school are standards based academics, life skills, anger management, developmental assets, and individual goal setting. Individual student and family counseling is a major component of the school. 
Alianza Charter School In the 1980's, Pajaro Valley Unified School District developed a voluntary desegregation plan. The cornerstone of the plan was the implementation of a magnet school program. The people in the area, which was being served by Radcliff Elementary School, agreed to give up their neighborhood school in favor of the new magnet school that would provide their children with busing and special projects. Alianza Elementary School was created. Today, Alianza Charter School serves students throughout the district and beyond, in kindergarten through eighth grade, with a two-way bilingual immersion program. Visit their website for more information at: alianza.pvusd.net
Santa Cruz County Head Start serves Santa Cruz County, located in the central coast region of California. The Head Start Family Literacy Program addresses parent’s unmet literacy needs and leverages their growing literacy to positively impact their children’s education. The program encourages parents as their children’s first teachers; fosters the nurturing relationship of parent and child through planned activities which increase literacy at home and in school; promotes literacy-rich Head Start classrooms; and motivates parents to acquire skills, training, and/or education to secure employment and to be positive role models and advocates for their children.

The Head Start Family Literacy Program is requesting AmeriCorps members to serve as literacy mentors for Head Start children. They will receive orientation and training on how to participate in classroom literacy activities and engage children in one-on-one conversations and activities that help them expand their vocabulary, expression and comprehension. They will also receive training on classroom management and conflict resolution to provide much needed support for classroom teaching staff in meeting all the challenging needs of our children and families. They will also work with our Literacy Coordinator to provide resources, training, and support for parents in the areas of supporting their children’s emergent literacy, locating community resources for adult education, and accessing tutoring opportunities.  

NOTRE DAME-AMERICORPS*VISTA (VOLUNTEERS IN SERVICE TO AMERICA) PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS

Notre Dame-AmeriCorps National Office in Baltimore, MD  
Nearly 200 AmeriCorps members are served through the fundraising, public relations, recruitment, training, and support efforts of the National Office.  *VISTA members expand the resources and capabilities of the National Office and the NDA mission through the following services:
Communications and Development *VISTA:  Notre Dame Mission Volunteers, through its partnership with AmeriCorps, is annually required to raise 30% of a budget exceeding $2 million.  The *VISTA member helps to establish and grow relationships with foundations and corporations and maintains contact with established donors.  Duties include compiling, editing and distributing the NDA national newsletter and may also include grant writing.  NDMV also seeks to gain support through public recognition.  We have successfully solicited a number of local and national news coverage stories with newspapers, magazines, and television networks, but we wish to grow in expertise in this area.  The *VISTA works to maintain established contact with the media and to seek out new coverage for the accomplishments of our members at their sites across the country.  Duties include keeping the NDA press kit updated, assisting site directors in obtaining local media coverage, preparing members for media interviews and issuing press releases announcing organizational events.

ACT Educational Coordinator *VISTA 
The ACT Educational Coordinator *VISTA is responsible for the overall organization and implementation of the ACT workshops in Maryland women’s prison facilities. In addition, the Coordinator works with women returning to the community after incarceration to assess their educational and training needs, set goals, and help them access programs to meet these goals.

St. Katherine’s Volunteer Program *VISTA
The goal of the *VISTA at St. Katherine’s School is to expand and enhance the volunteer program at the School and to strengthen the school’s ability to meet the needs of disadvantaged students and to involve parents and other caregivers in the education of their children. The *VISTA achieves this by developing further volunteer opportunities and recruiting for them, analyzing current volunteer activities, enhancing the system of recruitment, orientation, training and recognition of volunteers, and documenting elements of the volunteer program.
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